A CRUISE ON A KELEG                 341
kelegji, through a reed inserted into one of the legs of the
skin ; and the legs also form convenient points for attach-
ment to the frame. Finally a few heavy logs, usually poplar
or walnut trunks sawn in half, are placed side by side on the
frame, so as to form a rough floor, and the craft is complete
in all essentials. In our own particular case some further
'arrangements were made for comfort. A portion of the
" deck " was properly floored with boards, and this portion
covered with a hut made of reed mats on a light frame,
large enough to contain a bed easily, and to serve as living-
room during the day.
Such a craft is as buoyant as well can be; this one carrying
six men with ease, beside a fair amount of luggage. Its
method of progress is simply to drift down the fairly rapid
current of the Tigris as far as is required. On reaching the
destination, all the wood is sold for what it will fetch to the
timber merchants, while the skins are deflated and packed
on a donkey for transport up the river, for there is no means
of towing the craft back against the stream. A pair of
clumsy oars do what steering is necessary, and keep the
vessel in the main current.
A raft voyage is probably the most absolutely restful
mode of travel known, if only the wanderer is in no hurry to
reach his destination ; and that of course no genuine
traveller ever ought to be. You go on, never hasting, never
halting (unless a strong wind happens to pin you to one
bank for a while), and the river must get you to your
destination at the last. As to dates there is a pleasing
uncertainty ; but we may say that from Mosul to Baghdad
the quickest voyage ever known was two days and a half,
and the longest fourteen.
Naturally, you provision your craft for the voyage before
starting, getting all that you desire in Mosul; and it may
be noted ,here that for cooking purposes the writer has
found nothing better than a " Primus " stove. Ports of
call where you can reprovision are not numerous, but they
do exist.
For one desiring a rest-cure the method may be recom-
mended confidently. You lie on your camp bed under the